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Should you include a PDF of your script in your query email?








Driscoll asks: 



What's your opinion on attaching your screenplay as a pdf to the query email instead of waiting for them to request it? Is that really bad form? I understand why agents wouldn't want a bunch of physical scripts lying around the office. But with email, it seems like no inconvenience for them. Just don't open the pdf. Also, maybe they're curious enough to want to read the script but not curious enough to respond and risk someone harassing them with emails and calls over whether they read the script.



It's horrible form.  TERRIBLE form!  Do NOT under ANY circumstances send a PDF of a script before getting permission to do so. Looking through the archives, I see I sort of gave this advice almost two years ago, but it's hidden in a post title that doesn't seem to have much to do with queries.  



I cannot stress enough how important it is that you do NOT do this. First, many people will not open any attachments from an unfamiliar source due to the risk of viruses.  Another major thing to be aware of is no one in the business will read your script until you sign a release stating that you will not claim they stole your ideas or sue them should they one day develop a story that is similar to yours. This is why if you shoot CAA, ICM or any other agency an email with an attachment, you'll likely be sent a response that says something to the effect of "Your email was deleted without being read."



Let's say the company you query has a werewolf movie in development and you send them - unsolicited - your brilliant werewolf script. Then, six months later, you open the trades to see that the company you queried to just got Paramount to buy their "Twilight with werewolves" idea for big bucks - and you're certain your concept has been swiped. With luck you find a lawyer ready to sue the pants off that company for "your" money.



Maybe the producers will be lucky and the case gets thrown out, or it goes to court and they win anyway - but they'll still be on the hook for legal fees and will have lost valuable time, to say nothing of the stigma that comes from the accusations of stealing ideas. That's aggravation they simply don't need, and that's exactly the situation a writer creates when they blindly send their script to someone.



You might as well cough on the recipient and say, "Hey, do you want to sample this great strand of Ebloa virus I've got?"



(Not that I'm comparing the quality of your script to the experience of having Ebola, but if you're naive enough to send your script without asking first, the odds of your script being terrible certainly rise.)



The legal reasons are a big part of why this is a bad idea, but also, it's pretty damn presumptuous to send someone a script in your first communication with them.  That's like walking up to a girl at a party and immediately trying to steal second base.  Win your target over, get them excited about reading the script and seduce them into reading the material. 



Make this a commandment: "Thou Shalt Not Submit a PDF Until Thou Hast Been Invited."
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2 comments:





	
AnonymousNovember 30, 2011 at 8:03 AM
Now, if I cough on a girl while trying to steal second base...
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Jacqueline LichtenbergDecember 1, 2011 at 7:32 AM
Saw this post on Hollywood Original Screenwriters Group on Facebook.  It took a double-take to understand because, though I've dealt with overeager beginning writers, I've not found it common for people to send entire works unless they had been invited to.

I learned about "queries" when I was in High School and decided my career would be professional writing.  How young are the writers sending whole scripts without an invitation?  Perhaps I should blog on this topic?
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About Me



	

The Bitter Script Reader


	I've been reading scripts in Hollywood for over ten years.  In that time I've read for Oscar-winning production companies, and one of the "Big Five" agencies, among others.  I'm here to share what I've learned.... mostly because I'm sick of reading bad scripts.



I'm that guy you need to get past at the agencies and production companies; the first one in the office to read the script.  



email me at ZuulTheReader@gmail.com


Please NO requests to read your material.  All such queries will be ignored and deleted unread.



I do NOT have a notes service so please don't send me an email asking about rates.  And in case it wasn't clear the first time - DO NOT ASK ME TO READ YOUR SCRIPT!



Read my interviews with industry professionals here




View my complete profile






Buy my book on Amazon.com!







MICHAEL F-ING BAY: The Unheralded Genius in Michael Bay's Films 
Only $4.99 on Kindle!
$9.99 in paperback!

Explore the world of Michael Bay like you never have before!






Michael F-ing Bay


	
Announcement of the book

	
Go Into The Story's Scott Myers interviews me about the book - Part 1

	
Go Into The Story's Scott Myers interviews me about the book - Part 2

	
Why I wrote a book about the unheralded genius in Michael Bay's films

	
Amanda Pendolino interview with me
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Draft Zero podcast interviews me

	
Book excerpt - THE ROCK

	
Book excerpt - TRANSFORMERS: AGE OF EXTINCTION









Twitter


Tweets by @BittrScrptReadr
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Complete Interview Archive

	
Dan Callahan (COLLEGE)

	
Robert Levine (JERICHO, HUMAN TARGET)

	
Eric Heisserer (NIGHTMARE ON ELM ST. Remake)

	
Margaux Froley (PRIVILEGED)

	
Josh Klausner (SHREK FOREVER AFTER and DATE NIGHT)

	
Chad, Matt & Rob (YouTube, Chad Hates Aliens)

	
Amy Baack (showrunner assistant, V)

	
Gregg Bishop (DANCE OF THE DEAD)

	
Scott Towler (writers assistant)

	
Carly Feingold (co-producer SCREAM 4)

	
Liz Tigelaar (LIFE UNEXPECTED)

	
Franklin Leonard (Black List website)

	
F. Scott Frazier (THE NUMBERS STATION)

	
Franklin Leonard (Black List 2012)

	
Jeffrey Lieber (LOST, MIAMI MEDICAL)

	
Matt Bettinelli-Olpin (Radio Silence, co-director of DEVIL'S DUE)

	
Victoria Aveyard (RED QUEEN, ETERNAL)

	
Writer/director Riley Stearns & actress Mary Elizabeth Winstead (FAULTS)

	
Justin Marks (THE JUNGLE BOOK, COUNTERPART)









My MasterClass Reviews


	
Aaron Sorkin's MasterClass on TV Writing

	
David Mamet Teaches Dramatic Writing

	
Ron Howard Teaches Directing 

	
Shonda Rhimes teaches TV Writing

	
Judd Apatow's MasterClass in Comedy

	
Dustin Hoffman's MasterClass on Acting
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16 Great TV Shows

	
All my posts for FILM SCHOOL REJECTS

	
THE MAKING OF STAR WARS: EPISODE VII - a spec script!

	
Anatomy of a TV spec - DON'T TRUST THE B---- IN APT 23

	
How to write a spec episode - 13 REASONS WHY meets AWAKE

	
Pilot Live-Tweet Breakdowns
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"I wrote it, now what do I do with it?"
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